
Luke 6:27-36 (HCSB)
27 “But I say to you who listen: Love your enemies, do 

what is good to those who hate you,  28 bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If anyone 
hits you on the cheek, offer the other also. And if anyone 
takes away your coat, don’t hold back your shirt either. 
30 Give to everyone who asks you, and from one who 
takes your things, don’t ask for them back.  31 Just as you 
want others to do for you, do the same for them. 32 If you 
love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners love those who love them. 33 If you do what is 
good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to 
you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those 
from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to 
you? Even sinners lend to sinners to be repaid in full. 
35 But love your enemies, do what is good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return. en your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is 
gracious to the ungrateful and evil. 36 Be merciful, just as 
your Father also is merciful.

September 23, 2012

Prayer of the Day

Gracious God, You know the dangers that surround us 
and the temptations that confront us. You grieve over our 
sin, but restore us through forgiveness. As Joseph forgave 
his brothers, lead us to follow the example of Your Son 
Jesus in forgiving others, for He lives and rules with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen

Genesis 37:3-8, 26-34; 50:15-20 (HCSB)
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than his other sons 

because Joseph was a son born to him in his old age,a and 
he made a robe of many colors for him. 4 When his 
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 
brothers, they hated him and could not bring themselves 
to speak peaceably to him. 

5 en Joseph had a dream. When he told it to his 
brothers, they hated him even more. 6 He said to them, 
“Listen to this dream I had: 7 ere we were, binding 
sheaves of grain in the #eld. Suddenly my sheaf stood up, 
and your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to 
my sheaf.”

8 “Are you really going to reign over us?” his brothers 
asked him. “Are you really going to rule us?” So they 
hated him even more because of his dream and what he 
had said. 

26 en Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain if 
we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 27 Come, let’s 
sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay a hand on him, for 
he is our brother, our own $esh,” and they agreed. 
28 When Midianite traders passed by, his brothers pulled 
Joseph out of the pit and sold him for 20 pieces of silver to 
the Ishmaelites, who took Joseph to Egypt.
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29 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that 
Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. 30 He went back 
to his brothers and said, “e boy is gone! What am I 
going to do?” 31 So they took Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a 
young goat, and dipped the robe in its blood. 32 ey sent 
the robe of many colors to their father and said, “We 
found this. Examine it. Is it your son’s robe or not?” 

33 His father recognized it. “It is my son’s robe,” he said. 
“A vicious animal has devoured him. Joseph has been 
torn to pieces!” 34 en Jacob tore his clothes, put 
sackcloth around his waist, and mourned for his son 
many days.

50:15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was 
dead, they said to one another, “If Joseph is holding a 
grudge against us, he will certainly repay us for all the 
suffering we caused him.”

16 So they sent this message to Joseph, “Before he died 
your father gave a command: 17 ‘Say this to Joseph: Please 
forgive your brothers’ transgression and their sin—the 
suffering they caused you.’ erefore, please forgive the 
transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” 
Joseph wept when their message came to him. 18 en his 
brothers also came to him, bowed down before him, and 
said, “We are your slaves!” 

19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in 
the place of God? 20 You planned evil against me; God 
planned it for good to bring about the present result—the 
survival of many people. 21 erefore don’t be afraid. I will 
take care of you and your little ones.” And he comforted 
them and spoke kindly to them.
L: is is the Word of the Lord.
C: anks be to God.

Psalm 81:1-5 (HCSB)
L: Sing for joy to God our strength;

shout in triumph to the God of Jacob.
C: Li up a song—play the tambourine,

the melodious lyre, and the harp.
L: Blow the horn on the day of our feasts,

during the new moon
and during the full moon. 

C: For this is a statute for Israel,
a judgment of the God of Jacob.

L: He set it up as an ordinance for Joseph
when He went throughout the land of Egypt.

C: Sing for joy to God our strength;
shout in triumph to the God of Jacob.

Philippians 1:12–18 (HCSB)
12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has 

happened to me has actually resulted in the advance of 
the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the 
whole imperial guard, and to everyone else, that my 
imprisonment is in the cause of Christ. 14 Most of the 
brothers in the Lord have gained con#dence from my 
imprisonment and dare even more to speak the message, 
fearlessly. 15 To be sure, some preach Christ out of envy 
and strife, but others out of good will. 16 ese do so out 
of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of 
the gospel; 17 the others proclaim Christ out of rivalry, 
not sincerely, seeking to cause me anxiety in my 
imprisonment. 18 What does it matter? Just that in every 
way, whether out of false motives or true, Christ is 
proclaimed. And in this I rejoice. 
L: is is the Word of the Lord.
C: anks be to God.


